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Two major tourism events move online 
for 2021 
 

This year’s Tourism Summit Aotearoa and New Zealand Tourism Awards are transforming 

into innovative online events, says Tourism Industry Aotearoa.  

 
Originally planned for 1 September and then rescheduled to 29 November in Kirikiriroa 
Hamilton, TIA today announced the decision to move both events online.  
 
Chief Executive Chris Roberts says while it is not viable to go ahead with the physical events 
in Hamilton, plans are in place to ensure both events can be hosted virtually.  
 
“We’ve been working hard behind the scenes to make sure we can move everything to an 
online event whilst maintaining the energy and networking aspects of a physical event,” Mr 
Roberts says. “Delta disruption was always a possibility, and we didn’t want to lose the 
opportunity to share the major industry updates usually released at the Summit.” 
 
Some of the Summit speakers were already due to beam in virtually from other parts of the 
world, and TIA plans to include some surprises and networking opportunities through virtual 
breakout rooms to create space for discussion and connection.  
 
“It’s also important we get together as an industry to recognise the incredible achievements 
of our Awards finalists and winners – while we can’t all gather in one place for dinner, we 
can still celebrate online, perhaps dressed up and with a celebratory drink at hand!” 

The Summit online event is being priced at just $95 plus GST for TIA members and $195 + 
GST for non-TIA members. Delegates registered for Tourism Summit Aotearoa will have their 
ticket transferred to the online event and will receive the remaining amount as a refund. TIA 
welcomes any additional delegates who were not able to travel to the physical event, with 
additional tickets going on sale next week. 

The online Awards function will be free to attend, with all dinner ticket holders receiving a 
full refund.  
 
TIA intends to bring both events to the Waikato region in 2022.  

 
For more information, please contact: 

Cheryl Whitfield 

Communications and Brand Specialist  

021 195 7293 / cheryl.whitfield@tia.org.nz  
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KEY FACTS 

• TIA is New Zealand tourism’s peak industry body. We are the only independent 

association that represents all sectors of New Zealand’s large and diverse 

tourism industry. 

• TIA has about 1300 member businesses from across the industry, ranging from 

small owner/operators to large publicly listed tourism corporates and 

international hotel chains. 

• TIA is deeply involved in discussions on recovery and what the future of tourism 

in New Zealand will look like.  

• TIA leads implementation of the industry's Tourism Sustainability Commitment 

which aims to see every New Zealand tourism business committed to 

sustainability. 

• TIA delivers a comprehensive and diverse range of industry events including 

TRENZ, New Zealand Tourism Awards, Discussing Tourism regional events and the 

Tourism Summit Aotearoa. 

Visit www.tia.org.nz for more information 
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