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Tourism industry challenge to cut carbon 
 

Aotearoa New Zealand’s tourism industry is being challenged to lead the fight to reduce 

carbon emissions, with a major new initiative announced at Tourism Summit Aotearoa 

today. 

 

The Tourism Carbon Challenge urges every tourism business to measure its carbon 

footprint, to take action to significantly reduce carbon emissions by 2030, and contribute 

to a tourism industry that is net zero carbon ahead of New Zealand’s 2050 goal. 

 

“The climate crisis is an international problem, but we need local solutions. Even though 

times have never been tougher for our industry, tackling climate change is everybody’s 

responsibility and can’t be put off to another day,” Tourism Industry Aotearoa Chief 

Executive Chris Roberts says.  

 

The Tourism Carbon Challenge mission statement is: ‘The climate challenge is urgent 

and Aotearoa New Zealand’s tourism industry must be a driver of change. We 

must act immediately to accurately measure our individual and collective 

carbon footprint, work together to significantly reduce carbon emissions by 

2030 and be net zero carbon before 2050’. 

 

“We want everybody to be inspired and motivated to get behind the mission. This will 

involve both individual and collective action,” Mr Roberts says. 

 

The Tourism Carbon Challenge is part of the Tourism 2025 & Beyond sustainable growth 

framework and also gives impetus to tourism businesses in advancing the Tourism 

Sustainability Commitment’s commitment 11: Carbon Reduction – we act urgently to 

contribute to Aotearoa New Zealand’s transition to a net zero carbon economy.  

 

The first step in meeting the challenge will be to accurately measure tourism’s carbon 

footprint and this work is already getting underway. 

 

To support tourism operators to meet the challenge, TIA is planning a range of actions 

and support programmes that will be instigated over the next few years. These will 

involve working with government as well as individual businesses.  

 

TIA has recently completed a successful Sustainable Tourism pilot programme working 

with WellingtonNZ and 12 Wellington tourism operators, and there is potential for this to 

be spread out across the country, Mr Roberts says. 
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“The Tourism Carbon Challenge is setting an aspirational and very ambitious target. But 

acting responsibly on climate change will be central to the recovery and rebuild of our 

industry. We recognise that some sectors face greater challenges, and some will reach 

net zero carbon sooner than others, but we’re all in this together. He waka eke noa.” 

 
 
About Tourism Summit Aotearoa  

Tourism Summit Aotearoa 2021 is run by TIA with support from Air New Zealand, Marsh, 

the Ministry of Business, Innovation & Employment, New Zealand Māori Tourism, 

ServiceIQ and Tourism New Zealand. 

 

For more information on Tourism Summit Aotearoa, go to www.tourismsummit.co.nz 
  
 

For more information, please contact: 

Ann-Marie Johnson 

Communications Manager  

0276 004 565  

ann-marie.johnson@tia.org.nz 

 

 

KEY FACTS 

• TIA is New Zealand tourism’s peak industry body. We are the only independent 

association that represents all sectors of New Zealand’s large and diverse 

tourism industry. 

• TIA has about 1300 member businesses from across the industry, ranging from 

small owner/operators to large publicly listed tourism corporates and 

international hotel chains. 

• TIA is deeply involved in discussions on recovery and what the future of tourism 

in New Zealand will look like.  

• TIA leads implementation of the industry's Tourism Sustainability Commitment 

which aims to see every New Zealand tourism business committed to 

sustainability. 

• TIA delivers a comprehensive and diverse range of industry events including 

TRENZ, New Zealand Tourism Awards, Discussing Tourism regional events and the 

Tourism Summit Aotearoa. 

Visit www.tia.org.nz for more information 
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