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Tourism industry moves forward as
Summit makes Waikato debut

Tourism Summit Aotearoa is heading to Kirikiriroa Hamilton for the first time, centred
around a theme of “Kokiri — Go forth!”

The Summit is being held on the first day of spring, 1 September, at Claudelands Events
Centre, and is a key annual event hosted by Tourism Industry Aotearoa.

Attendees will hear from industry and government leaders as well as expert panellists,
and will join the discussions into the most important issues facing the industry.

The event promises lively sessions, international viewpoints and inspirational
speakers throughout the day, leading into the prestigious New Zealand Tourism Awards
dinner that evening.

TIA Chief Executive Chris Roberts says the theme of Kokiri shows a deliberate intention
to be positive about the opportunities that lie ahead, and to put behind us the challenges
of the past year and a half.

He says he is looking forward to being in Hamilton. “Tourism Summit Aotearoa has
previously always been held in Wellington, but this year, with the Summit combined with
the Tourism Awards dinner, it's an opportunity to do something new.”

Hamilton & Waikato Chief Executive Jason Dawson says he is “thrilled and excited” to be
hosting these key tourism events in the Mighty Waikato.

Registration includes access to the TIA AGM and pre-Summit networking drinks on 31
August, and the full day Tourism Summit Aotearoa on 1 September. Tickets to the New
Zealand Tourism Awards dinner can be purchased separately.

Tourism Summit Aotearoa is supported by Marsh New Zealand, ServicelQ, The Mighty
Waikato and H3.

At the Summit, Tourism Industry New Zealand Trust Chair Grainne Troute will announce
the recipients of this year’s Tourism Academic Scholarships, which help young New
Zealanders complete their final year of tourism-related tertiary study.

Speakers will be announced over the coming weeks and programme details confirmed.
Registrations are open now. Head to the Summit website to register before 5pm on 30
July to take advantage of the earlybird rate.
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KEY FACTS

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic:

e Tourism in New Zealand was a $114.8 million per day industry. Tourism delivered
more than $48 million in foreign exchange to the New Zealand economy each day
of the year. Domestic tourism contributed another $66.7 million in economic
activity every day.

e Tourism was New Zealand’s biggest export earner, contributing $17.5 billion or
20.1% of New Zealand’s foreign exchange earnings (year ended March 2020).

e 13.6% of the total number of people employed in New Zealand worked directly or
indirectly in tourism. That means 384,186 people were working in the visitor
economy.

e The Tourism 2025 & Beyond sustainable growth framework/Kaupapa Whakapakari
Tapoi has a vision of growing a sustainable tourism industry that benefits New
Zealanders.

Visit www.tia.org.nz for more information
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