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Media release

Future TRENZ plans revealed

Plans to showcase New Zealand’s tourism industry to influential international travel
buyers in 2022 and 2023 have been revealed today by Tourism Industry Aotearoa.

TIA says arrangements to hold TRENZ for the next two years are underway, with the May
2022 event to be held in Tamaki Makaurau Auckland, and returning to Otautahi
Christchurch in May 2023.

“Given the uncertainty over when and how New Zealand’s borders will reopen, we do not
yet know whether any international travel and tourism buyers will be able to physically
attend TRENZ in May 2022,” TIA Chief Executive Chris Roberts says.

“So we are planning another event like the successful TRENZ Hui we held in Christchurch
in May 2021, updating international market-ready New Zealand tourism operators on
how they can prepare for the return of international visitors. If international buyers can
attend, we will add additional elements to the TRENZ programme.”

The dates for TRENZ in 2022 will be 17-19 May.

Auckland Unlimited’s Director — Investment and Industry, Pam Ford says: “We can’t wait
to welcome our industry whanau from across Aotearoa for this important tourism event.

“As our region is the first taste of New Zealand for most international travellers, as well
as an increasingly popular standalone destination, it is fitting to have the industry come
together here in Tamaki Makaurau as we prepare for the restart of international
tourism.”

In 2023, TRENZ will move to Otautahi Christchurch on 9-11 May.

Loren Heaphy, ChristchurchNZ General Manager of Destination and Attraction, says the
city is thrilled to be hosting TRENZ 2023.

“Our city was set to host TRENZ in 2020. However, this was justifiably postponed due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. We then hosted the TRENZ Hui 2021 which was a great success
and of real value despite the inability to bring in international buyers.

“We hope that at TRENZ 2023 we can host tourism operators from around New Zealand
as well as our travel partners from countries around the world. We can’t wait to show off
the progress that’s been made in Otautahi Christchurch in the past decade.”

Venue details for both 2022 and 2023 are being confirmed and will be revealed soon.

The announcements about future TRENZ physical events come just ahead of the launch
next week of the new TRENZ Connect digital platform, where qualified international
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market-ready New Zealand tourism operators will be able to connect virtually with the
international travel trade.

TRENZ Connect is desighed to be a ‘legacy platform’, keeping New Zealand tourism
operators connected with international buyers throughout the year, and supporting
future physical TRENZ events.

TRENZ Connect has been developed with funding support from the New Zealand
Government’s Regional Events Fund.

About TRENZ www.trenz.co.nz

Traditionally, TRENZ brings together New Zealand tourism operators (sellers) with
targeted international travel and tourism buyers, and media from New Zealand’s key
established and emerging tourism markets. The event directly helps to grow New
Zealand’s tourism industry.

Tourism Industry Aotearoa (TIA) manages TRENZ on behalf of the Tourism Industry New
Zealand Trust. TRENZ is supported by Tourism New Zealand, Air New Zealand and its
host regions.

For more information, please contact:
Ann-Marie Johnson

Communications Manager

0276 004 565
ann-marie.johnson@tia.org.nz

KEY FACTS

e TIA is New Zealand tourism’s peak industry body. We are the only independent
association that represents all sectors of New Zealand’s large and diverse
tourism industry.

e TIA has about 1300 member businesses from across the industry, ranging from
small owner/operators to large publicly listed tourism corporates and
international hotel chains.

e TIA is deeply involved in discussions on recovery and what the future of tourism
in New Zealand will look like.

e TIA leads implementation of the industry's Tourism Sustainability Commitment
which aims to see every New Zealand tourism business committed to
sustainability.

e TIA delivers a comprehensive and diverse range of industry events including
TRENZ, New Zealand Tourism Awards, Discussing Tourism regional events and the
Tourism Summit Aotearoa.

Visit www.tia.org.nz for more information
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